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Introduction

Bedford Queens is one of five neighbourhoods in the Sefton area of the Merseyside Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder,
NewHeartlands. The government’s Housing Market Renewal Initiative (HMRI) is forecasted to bring around £800m of grant funding
into the NewHeartlands areas of Sefton, Liverpool and Wirral. Under a comprehensive 15-year programme, a further £2bn of
investment should, in turn, be generated from private and other public sources.

This is the third annual area profile of the Bedford Queens neighbourhood and is based on 2007 data. It outlines the strategic

framework within which Housing Market Renewal is operating, changes in socio-demographic and housing market indicators, the
programme to date and any imminent or planned interventions and the case for continued intervention.

Bedford Queens Neighbourhood

The Bedford Queens HMR neighbourhood is an area of nearly 220 hectares to the south of the Sefton HMRI boundary covering the
area south of Bootle town centre and adjoining the Liverpool HMRI boundary (Fig. 1)

The neighbourhood is one of the most deprived areas in Britain, ranking in the worst 11% in the country in the Index of Multiple
Deprivation 2004 and 2007.

The area is comprised predominantly of residential property, large portions of which are terraced stock developed at the turn of the
century to house dockworkers and their families.

The decline of the manufacturing industry in Britain in the 20" century particularly affected Merseyside with its reliance on port
related trade. A failure to transform the economic base of the area to one predominantly catering for the service sector led to a
steep rise in unemployment.



The Bedford Queens neighbourhood suffered more
than most, as the docks were the principle employer for
residents in the area. During this period of economic
depression few households had the income necessary
to invest in their properties and the condition of private
housing stock began to suffer. Issues associated with a
declining area began to manifest themselves in
problems such as crime and anti-social behaviour.

Over the last 10-15 years, as the Merseyside economy
began to recover, those households with the financial
means moved north out of the area to more modern,
well-maintained housing in the suburbs of Maghull,
Crosby and Formby. This further residualised the
resident population in the Bedford Queens area and
further decline began to drive away those that could
afford to live elsewhere.

The housing market began to exhibit signs of housing market stress, including high levels of long-term void and vacant properties,
high concentrations of social and private rented housing, a poor quality environment and declining property values at a time when
the rest of the country was seeing significant housing market growth. Large-scale abandonment in some parts of the
neighbourhood, particularly in the area bounded by Kings Road, Balliol Road, Stanley Road and Bedford Road, manifested itself in
large numbers of boarded-up or derelict properties.
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